
WHAT ARE SIGNS OF HEARING LOSS IN CHILDREN? 
 
Below are some signs or red flags that a child is at risk for a hearing loss. 
 
Symptoms and concerns should be taken seriously, prompting a full evaluation by a 
clinical audiologist and an ear, nose and throat (ENT) physician.  Do not delay!  No 
child is too young to be evaluated for a possible hearing loss; no child is too young to 
receive help.  If a child has a hearing loss, early identification, proper medical attention 
and early intervention are very important for the child’s development. 
 
Medical Red Flags 

• Parent’s/caregiver’s concern 

• Family history of hearing loss 

• Presence of a syndrome known to include hearing loss 

• Visible malformations of the head, neck or ears 

• Head trauma resulting in concussion, loss of consciousness or skull fracture 

• Chemotherapy or use of other ototoxic medications 

• Recurrent or persistent otitis media with fluid, for at least three months 

• Illnesses associated with hearing loss such as meningitis and mumps 

• Infections during pregnancy such as rubella, cytomegalovirus (CMV) or herpes 
 
Behavioral Red Flags 

• Parent’s/caregiver’s concern 

• Child does not respond consistently to voices or sounds around the home 

• Child cannot tell where sounds are coming from 

• Child needs to watch in order to understand what was said 

• Child does not seem to listen or pay attention to others’ speech 

• Child frequently says, “What?” or “Huh?” 

• Child seems to hear “when s/he wants to” 

• Child is not developing speech and language skills as one would expect 

 


